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seen anywhere else. One feat they performed
was to lay a man on the top of six bayonets.
The bayonets were fixed to the rifles,
and the latter were then driven into the
ground like stakes with the points upwards.
A man then lay down flat on the ground
and made himself as stiff as possible, when
he was lifted up by four other men, and laid
along the tops of the bayonets. Had he
moved they must have gone into him, and
we never knew how the performance was
managed, or whether they fixed anything
on the points of the bayonets to prevent
their piercing his flesh; but it did not look
a nice trick at all, and one always dreaded
an accident. There was wrestling, too, in
which the princes took part, and foot races,
and the Senaputti gave the prizes, mostly
in money. And to wind up there was a play.
The Maharajah had three jesters, exactly
like the old English fashion of having court-
jesters to amuse royalty.

The Manipuri specimens were very funny